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Abstract:

Evaluation of information literacy status of students of Fasa University of Medical Sciences
Introduction: Information literacy is a set of capabilities that requires individuals to understand
when they need information and to be able to locate, evaluate, and use information effectively.
Information literacy increases students' ability to evaluate, manage and use information. The
purpose of this study was to investigate the information literacy status of students of Fasa
University of Medical Sciences.

Materials and Methods: This cross-sectional study and the research population consisted of 200
students of Fasa University of Medical Sciences. To evaluate the level of information literacy of
students, an information literacy questionnaire was used, which had been validated in similar
previous studies. The questionnaire consisted of 56 questions in 6 sections, demographic
characteristics, determination and identification of the nature and scope of information required,
effective access to information, information evaluation, effective use of information, legal aspects
of information use. Data were analyzed using SPSS software version 22 and independent t-test,
Pearson correlation coefficient and one-way ANOVA.

Results: In this study, 56.8% of students were female and 43.2% were male. 33.1% of the students
were from the paramedical school, 27.2% from the nursing school, 23.7% from the medical school
and 16% from the health school. The mean and standard deviation of total information literacy
scores were 47 + 4.6 for male students and 44.6 = 9.6 for female students . Among different
faculties, the highest information literacy score was 49.8 + 0.93 for medical school, 49.4 + 7.8 for
paramedical school, 44.3 £+ 8.1 for nursing school and the lowest information literacy score for
health school was respectively. 39.09 + 6.7 obtained. Statistically, a significant difference was
found between the scores of information literacy scores between different faculties (pvalue =
0.015).

Conclusion: In this study, students' information literacy was assessed as moderate. In order to
raise their level of information literacy and approach an ideal state, programs should be developed.
In this regard, it seems necessary for faculty members to pay more attention to teaching
information literacy or preparing programs for teaching information literacy to a student.
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